
Wǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀŘƎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƴΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  {ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ōŀŘƎŜǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŜǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŀ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƎƻƭŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ǎƘŜǊƛũ ōŀŘƎŜΦ 

L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀŘƎŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƻŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛũΩǎ 
hŶŎŜΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
{ƘŜǊƛũ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IΦ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀŘƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ²ŀǎƘƻŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛũΣ ŦǊƻƳ муфм ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ муфсΦ  
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘƎŜΣ ǎƘŜ 
ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ 
ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ  {ƻ L ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ {ƘŜǊƛũ 
/ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ōŀŘƎŜ 
ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴΦ  {ƘŜǊƛũ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мфонΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜ L ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ƳƻǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

 
Cŀǎǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ 

ǎƻ ŀƴŘ L ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝǳƴ 
ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ {ƘŜǊƛũ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƻǊƴ ōȅ ƘƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ муфм ǘƻ муфс ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƭǘ bŀǾȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōȅ ƘƛƳ 
ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜπ
ǳƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ƪŜŜǇ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎŜƳ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀΦ 

bƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ 
L ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǊŜπ
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ 
ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƎƻƭŘ 
ōŀŘƎŜΦ 

.ŀŎƪ ƛƴ муунΣ WΦ CǊŀƴƪ 9ƳƳƛǘΣ 
!ƭǎƻ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ 9ƳƳŜǧ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀπ
ǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎπ
ǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƻŦ {ƘŜǊƛũ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƻŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  9ƳƳƛǘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜǊƛũ ǳƴǝƭ муфс ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

ŘŜǇǳǝŜǎΣ [ΦWΦ CƭƛƴǘΣ ǿƻƴ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƻŶŎŜΦ  {ƘŜǊƛũ 9ƳƳƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘ 
ōŀŘƎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ƻŶŎŜΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ aŀǊǎƘŀƭ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ bŜǾŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǳƴǝƭ ƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ {ŀƴ 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ƛƴ мфлр ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
aŀǊǎƘŀƭΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ рм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ 

.ȅŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 
aŀǊǎƘŀƭ 9ƳƳƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘπ
ŜŘ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƎǳƴƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǿƳŀƴ ²ȅŀǧ 
9ŀǊǇ ŀǎ ŀ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊǎƘŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ 
¢ƻƴƻǇŀƘ ƛƴ мфлнΦ  ²ȅŀǧ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
¢ƻƴƻǇŀƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƛŘŜΣ WƻǎƛŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊπ
ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ {ŀƭƻƻƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǇ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ ŀǎ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ CǊŀƴƪ 
!ŘŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊ нлмм ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 

9ƳƳƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘƎŜ ǘƻ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ 
ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŀǎ ²ŀǎƘƻŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛũΦ  

 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴ мфлпΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ²ŀǎƘƻŜ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛũ ŀƴŘ wŜƴƻ tƻƭƛŎŜ 
hŶŎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ CŜǊǊŜƭƭΣ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴΣ ǿŀǎ 
ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ {ƘŜǊƛũ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƻŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻƭŘ 
ōŀŘƎŜ ǘƻ {ƘŜǊƛũ CŜǊǊŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƪŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΦ 

bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŎƻƴŬǊƳ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻƭŘ ōŀŘƎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ƎƻƭŘ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ 
ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƴ ōȅ WƻƘƴ CΦ 9ƳƳƛǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƘŜǊƛũΣ 
ŀƭǎƻ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 
CŜǊǊŜƭΦ 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ CŜǊǊŜƭ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ 
ǎƘŜǊƛũ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘŜǊƳǎΣ ǊŜǝǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
мфнлΦ  CŜǊǊŜƭ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻǳƎƘ 
ƭŀǿƳŀƴΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ  ōŀŎƪ 
Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛƴ мфмл {ƘŜǊƛũ CŜǊǊŜƭ 
ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ WŀǳǊŜȊΣ aŜȄƛŎƻ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
ǘƻ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ CǊŀƴƪ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
ŦŀŎŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ƛƴ wŜƴƻΦ  ²ƘŜƴ 
aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ CŜǊǊŜƭ 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ōŀŎƪΣ CŜǊǊŜƭ ǿǊƻǘŜ  ōŀŎƪ 
ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀũ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōŜ ǎƘƻǘ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƳŀƴΦέ   

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tƎΦ нύ 

Three Men and a Gold Badge By Doug Gist 
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This gold badge was made from a twenty-

dollar gold piece and was worn by at least 

Special Dates of Interest: 

¶ Museum closed for winter on November 

1st and will re-open on May 1st. 

¶ May 3, 2012, Nevada Law Enforcement 

Officers Memorial Ceremonies.  Carson 

City, NV. 

¶ May 4, 2012,  James D. Hoff Peace 

Officers Memorial Ceremonies.  Reno, 

NV. 

¶ May 5, 2012 in Virginia City , Police 

Memorial week Parade and Restored 

Emergency Vehicle Show. 
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Badge, Challenge Coin, Lapel Pin 2 

Commemorative Glock Raffle 3 

New Audio Tour System 3 
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Show 

5 

Parade and Car Show Registration 
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6 

Sheriff Ferrel wears the gold badge in this 

photo from 1910. 

J. Frank Emmit portrait, date unknown, gra-

ciously provided by the U.S. Marshal of the 

District of Nevada. 

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōŜ 

ǎƘƻǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƳŀƴΦέ 
-/ΦtΦ CŜǊǊŜƭ   



ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ мύ   
 
Lƴ мфммΣ {ƘŜǊƛũ CŜǊǊŜƭ  ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎŜ ƛƴ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ {ƘƻǎƘƻƴŜ aƛƪŜ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ IƛƎƘ wƻŎƪ /ŀƴȅƻƴΦ   
IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŶŎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǇǳǝŜǎ ƻƴ 

ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜǊƛũǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ƳƳƛǘΣ /ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ CŜǊǊŜƭ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳƴπ

ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀǊǘΦ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ 
ǎƻƳŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƴ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻũ ŦƻǊ  
ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ bŜǾŀŘŀΦ 

 

 

Challenge Coins, Badges, and Pins 

 

Washoe County Sheriff Charles Ferrel.  Sam 

Elliot would be a natural to play him in a 

movie! 

Page 2 The Silver Star 

William Caughlin carried this Colt Navy while in law enforcement.    It was manufactured in 1854. 

We have received our newly  designed museum 

lapel pins and they are available to you now.  

Cost is $5.00 each and the proceeds support the 

museum. 

 At the suggestion of many museum guests, we 

also have created challenge coins, sharing space 

with the Nevada Law Enforcement Officers Me-

morial.  Cost for these beautiful coins is $15.00 

each and proceeds support the museum and 

Nevada Law Enforcement Memorial. 

And donõt forget that we also have museum 

badges available for purchase.  German Silver as 

well as a gold tone are both available with blue 

enamel.  Price is $115.00 including shipping. 

Three Men and a Gold Badge 

Welcome New Members 

Thank you to our newest 

member, Jennifer Bensinger.  

Support through membership 

is very important to our con-

tinued operation and ability 

to present a quality experi-

ence for our visitors.  Please 

become a member today.  

Washoe County Sheriff William 

Caughlin (above) was in office at 

the time of the last vigilante 

lynching in Reno. 

 

Sheriff Ferrel (left) stands at 

right in the photo taken inside of 

the Washoe County Jail, ca. 

1912.  He is wearing the gold 

badge. 



You have the opportunity to win this beautiful Glock Model 21 , commemorating the museum and 

Nevada Law Enforcement Officers Memorial.  Tickets are on sale now for $2.00 each or twelve tick-

ets for only $10.00.  The winning ticket holder will receive not only this beautiful engraved 45 but 

also a German Silver museum badge , SSNPOM and NvLEOM challenge coin, all held within a custom 

built fine wood presentation box 

with an etched glass top, 

Our friends at Glock Inc. donated 

the gun while engraving was do-

nated by zipgraving.com.  Botcha 

Caloops of Virginia City provided 

the beautiful etched glass cover 

and the fine wood box was creat-

ed by museum member and sup-

port Marv Sevedge. I should men-

tion that Marvõs handiwork is 

everywhere to be seen in the 

museum. 

Additional raffle prizes  are being 

added to increase the chances 

that you will win. 

 

Museum Raffle for this Commemorative Glock Model 21  

The Silver State National Peace Officers Museum and Nevada Law Enforcement 

Officers Memorial Commemorative Glock 21 is being raffled.  The winning ticket will 

take place on July 18th in celebration of our third anniversary.   

introduction to life.  

We will continue to refine and add to the 

audio tour files throughout the winter sea-

son so next year our guests will find new 

and entertaining information as well. 

So many were involved in bringing this 

system to be.  Thank you not only to Com-

stock Mining Inc., but also to Joe Curtis 

and On The Side Graphics of Virginia City 

for providing our audio guide signs.   

Thank you also to Bill Tompkins, Frank 

Adams, Roy OõConnell, and Bruce Larson 

for providing their recordings of subject 

matter close to their hearts. 

And a very special thank you must be 

extended to Bob Pence.  You see, Bob is 

the brother of the late California Highway 

Patrol Officer Jim Pence, one of four CHP 

officers gunned down in the tragic South-

ern California Newhall Incident of 1970.  

Bob was generous in recording his broth-

erõs story for our visitors to hear.  Bill 

Tompkins, having attended the CHP Acad-

emy with Jim Pence and patrolling the 

highways of Los Angeles that fateful night, 

provides the history of the CHP and a lead 

in to Bobõs story. 

Museum Now Features an Audio Tour Guide System 

After spending months seeking a sponsor 

interested in bringing a state of the art 

audio tour guide system to the Silver 

State National Peace Officers Museum, 

Comstock Mining Inc. of Virginia City 

stepped up to sponsor the purchase of 

the system.   Following the purchase 

came an intense effort to write scripts 

and create recordings including much 

information that our exhibit space has 

prevented placing in print for our visitors 

to read.    Now, not only will our docents 

provide you with your personal tour and 

information but you may also take ad-

vantage of learning and experiencing 

much more through the use of the tour 

guide system. 

With ten hand held wands equipped with 

individual audio recordings tailored to 

each exhibit gallery, visitors may follow 

any course they chose.   

An introduction by local KOH Radio celeb-

rity Ross Mitchell, the man with a most 

familiar local voice, sets the stage for 

your audio tour.  Ross has given his time 

at the Hoff Peace Officers Memorial cere-

monies in Reno for many years and we 

appreciate his generosity in bringing our 
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Women in Policing 

One must wonder if Lily 

Thompson ever became a 

police officer in Washington 

DC.  Just maybe she started 

the trend even as long ago as 

1895. 
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John Gier was a very large man, 

standing well above most others he 

would meet.  And a result of that, he 

served throughout his career with 

the distinction of never having  

drawn his gun or utilized his sap to 

effect an arrest.  òI always depend 

on my fistsó he said during his re-

tirement event in 1933 as he cele-

brated serving 26 years.  He retired 

only due to health issues or he 

would surely have continued as a 

cop for years to come. 

Gier joined the Middletown, New 

York Police Department in 1906.  

Just sixteen years later, he experi-

enced in one shift a marathon of 

combat, injury, more combat  and 

even managed to save a life along 

the way.  With nothing but his bare 

hands, John jumped into a gun and 

knife fight, twisted a revolver out of 

the hands of one suspect and took 

a dirk from another.  He marched 

both suspects off to jail.  The one 

thing not mentioned at his retire-

ment was that he had been stabbed 

in the left hand during the struggle.  

He ended up with an infection that 

took him off the job for sixteen 

weeks.   

Gier was promoted to sergeant after 

nine years, then lieutenant  prior to 

his retirement. 

John Gier Never Used His Gun or Blackjack to Make an Arrest 

�´�,���D�O�Z�D�\�V���G�H�S�H�Q�G���R�Q��
my �I�L�V�W�V�µ 

-John Gier 

�*�L�H�U�·�V���J�R�O�G���E�D�G�J�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R���X�S�R�Q���K�L�V��
retirement from the Middletown PD. 

Lieutenant Gier mans the desk in the 

photo above.  At right, the men of the 

Middletown PD stand at attention.  Gier 

stands last on the right, back row. 


